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Brussels, 21 September 2017 

 
Dear Chairwoman Falque-Pierrotin, 
 
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a key element of the European Union’s Digital Single 
Market Strategy and is designed to align data protection requirements across the EU and provide high-standard 
safeguards for consumers and their data. The financial services sector supports the objectives of the GDPR to 
increase transparency around personal data processing and to give data subjects more control over their data.  
 
The work started by the Article 29 Data Protection Working Party (hereafter “the WP29”), and soon-to-be 
European Data Protection Board (EDPB), to provide guidelines under the GDPR will have a fundamental 
impact on a variety of sectors, including the financial services industry. The WP29’s openness and the 
opportunities given to provide feedback through public consultation and FabLabs are very much welcome as 
they are essential to systematically allow all interested parties to feed into these exercises. 
 
In this context, the European Banking Industry Committee (EBIC) would like to express some observations 
to your consideration on the WP29’s stakeholder consultation process in order to achieve better cooperation. 
EBIC brings together European banking associations. Its aim is to ensure a representative and coordinated 
industry view throughout the process of drafting, adopting, implementing and enforcing EU-financial 
legislation. 
 
CONSULTATIONS ON DRAFT GUIDELINES 
 
For its recent consultations, the WP29 offered a 30-day period which we believe was too short to provide all 
interested stakeholder with the opportunity to give meaningful feedback. 
 

 Considering that per the European Commission’s Better Regulation agenda and its guidelines on 

stakeholder consultation1, “a 12-week internet-based public consultation must be part of the consultation strategy” 

for certain initiatives, a longer period for comments would very much be appreciated for the next 

consultations. 

                                                 

 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/guidelines/ug_chap7_en.htm  
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Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society 
Giovanni Buttarelli, European Data Protection Supervisor 
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 We would also welcome greater clarity on the overall consultation process of the WP29, and later the 

EDPB. In particular, we believe that a comprehensive timetable accompanying the action plan 

published by the WP29 would be an important tool.  

 We understand and regularly highlight the need for guidance in a timely manner to guarantee alignment 

and best prepare for the entry into force of the GDPR on 25 May 2018. Considering the short deadline 

for implementation of the GDPR, we believe that a balance between speed and inclusive consultation 

must be found. For this reason, despite the 12-weeks consultation period provided in the Better 

Regulation guidelines, we call on the WP29 to work to ensure that final GDPR guidelines are 

developed as quickly as possible, and that a reasonable consultation period of 8 weeks is utilised. In 

the longer term, EBIC wishes to have a consultation period which would align more closely with the 

Commission’s guidelines. 

FABLAB 
 
To continue feeding into this process, the undersigned associations welcome the possibility to engage more 
directly with the WP29 during its FabLabs. However, there are some aspects that we want to highlight which 
could help contribute to more effective meetings.   
 

 We would first suggest to make the questions to all sessions available at an earlier stage (ideally, 6 

weeks before the FabLab) to ensure the most fruitful and constructive discussions during the 

workshop.  

 Second, as several topics are discussed during different sessions held at the same time and considering 

that more than one issue can be of importance for stakeholders, we would encourage the WP29 to 

allow more than one representative to attend future FabLabs.  

 Third, noting the impact of the GDPR on a vast number of sectors, we would encourage a larger 

participation of the industry in FabLabs and support the organisation of sector-specific workshops in 

order for the WP29 to gather feedback more efficiently. 

We stand ready to discuss and provide further clarification on the information above and look forward to 
continuing good cooperation on feeding into future guidelines and the WP29’s continuing work on the GDPR. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

    
Wim Mijs 

Chief Executive Officer 
EBF 

Chris De Noose 
Managing Director 

ESBG 

Hervé Guider 
General Manager 

EACB 

Luca Bertalot 
Secretary General 

EMF-ECBC 

  
 

  

 

  

 

Andreas J. Zehnder 
Managing Director 

EFBS 

Leon Dhaene 
Director General 

Leaseurope-Eurofinas 

Marcel Roy 
Secretary General 

EAPB 
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